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In an article published on The Guardian, it was alleged that '"The confusion over terms and conditions had left parents confused about what they
had agreed to when they downloaded the app. Now TikTok is in hot water again, this time because of some alarming content reported by a user."
This article stated that "A 15-year-old girl in London has been banned from TikTok after she posted videos of herself being pranked while in her
mother's bathroom. Her videos were reported as mnappropriate, meaning the app has now blocked her from posting on it." This article was
published on The Guardian.",
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On August 6th 2021, Musical.ly announced that it would be releasing Tik Tok out of China due to "growing concerns over children's exposure to
mappropriate content”. The company stated that it was working with the Chinese government to find suitable replacement platforns to help its
artists and users in the country.",
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TikTok allows you to upload videos with various effects including stickers, emoji's and text effects that are very easy to use and they can be used
in your video after recording without changing the original video editing software.",
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A few days after this article was published, TikTok announced in response to these concerns that it is conducting an audit of all accounts with
unpaid subscription fees. As of April 2021, various media outlets reported that TikTok had managed to identify tens of millions of accounts which
were nvolved in posting content on the platform without having paid for it. The publication also reported that the video service was working with
legal and other experts to help recommend steps which could be taken against people who had posted content without paymng for it. A
representative for TikTok told a news outlet that "We are always taking measures to ensure our community is able to enjoy the best TikTok
experience possible. When we identify that an account has been using features without paying subscriptions, we interrupt services so they can
upgrade. We also work closely with our legal team to take action against all accounts that don't comply with our Terms of Use.",
On July 10th 2021, Apple released a statement saying: “We have been working closely with TikTok to remove all mappropriate videos.” and that
it was working with the Chinese government to stop child pornography and harmful content from being posted on the platform",

On February 16, 2021, Musical.ly filed another lawsuit in the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of New York against Snapchat as well
as its parent company Snap Inc., alleging that these companies had falsely claimed in advertising materials that they had no similar patents-related
claims against AppsFlyer Technologies (which provides analytics services for app developers). In this lawsuit, Musical.ly claimed that Snapchat
had infringed on four patents including US Patent Nos. 8,426,604 and 9,446,633 froma 2021 patent application by AppsFlyer Technologies for
real-time engagement analytics for mobile applications; it also claimed that Snapchat had violated US Patent Nos. 6,192,977 and 8,526,721 which
AppsFlyer had assigned to Snapchat in 2021. In addition to compensation for damages from these related claims, Musical.ly sought injunctive
relief requiring Snapchat and Snap Inc. to withdraw its advertising materials.",

This all being said, TikTok has big plans for the future and is looking to turn itself into an advertising powerhouse. “We want to get into our second
stage and create a self-sustaining business,” said Toutiao chief executive Zhang Zefan in an interview with Business Insider. “Our plan is not only to
build scale but also branded content applications that can monetize our platform.”™,
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In August 2021, it was reported that TikTok was under investigation by the New York attorney general's office after its investigation into several
other social networking apps ncluding Musical. ly and Bytedance’s Douyin app revealed evidence of privacy violations, data leaks and predatory
marketing practices. Bytedance’s marketing strategy for building and growing these apps encourages users to post photos of underage children,
according to the New York Times.",

A study published in June 2021 by researchers at University College London (UCL) revealed that TikTok’s videos were found to be “gender

stereotyped, objectifying, and often [showed] normalization of smoking and alcohol use”” and also used hashtags in their videos related to body

weight control, eating disorder recovery, sexual violence, sexuality issues and gender identity issues. The study goes on to say that children and
adolescents are a primary user demographic for this app, and that the app uses “emotional manipulation” to “‘sustain engagement™.",
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The app has also been accused of being culturally appropriative due to its overwhelmingly white user base, but as of 2021, it has a growing Asian
userbase as well. However, many Asian people on twitter are criticizing Tiktok saying that the app is racist because the only Asian people on
tiktok are usually just Korean people or people who post content in Korean &/or criticize Korea and Kpop (even though they know they won't
understand korean). They say that the app is racist because they only feature korean or chinese people but never other Asian ethnicities like
Japanese, Thai, Vietnamese etc.",
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